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Building a New Life in Australia 
Wave 4 Principal Applicant Survey 

 
 
Household grid derived variables: 
xwaveid ID - identification 
dgender Gender:  

1. Male 
2. Female 

zapplicant Applicant type (Z: Pre-arrival): 
1. PA 
2. SA Adult 
3. SA Adolescent 

dage Age at interview 
zcob_sacc Country of birth: SACC 2011 (Z: Pre-arrival) (derived) 
zcob_minor Country of birth: SACC 2011 minor groups (Z: Pre-arrival) (derived) 
zcob_major Country of birth: SACC 2011 major groups (Z: Pre-arrival) (derived) 
dhhrel   Relationship to PR: 

0. Self 
1. Spouse/Partner 
2.  Biological Child 
3. Parent 
4. Sibling 
5.  Dependent 
6.  Other Relative 
7.  Friend/Unrelated Adult 
8.  Unrelated Child 
11. Ex-Spouse 
12. Grandparent 

 
13. Grandchild 
14. Mother/father in law 
15. Brother/sister in law 
16. Daughter/son in law 
17. Foster/adopted child 
18. Unrelated to PA and not related to anyone else 

in house  
19. Unrelated to PA and related to some household 

members but not all  
20. Unrelated to PA but related to all other 

household members 
dhhlive   Living with original PA:  

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Deceased 

 
 
Additional administrative/derived variables: 
xmu_id Migrating Unit ID 
dprid Principal Respondent ID (derived) 
dresp Responding person (derived) 
dlnresp Longitudinal response: P=principal, S=sec adult, Y=sec adoles, E=enum, 

N=nonresp (derived) 
dsurvey Survey type 
dintdate Interview month & year (derived) 
dmode Mode of interview 
dlanguage Language of interview 
dmu_eligible No. of MU members eligible for interview 
dmu_int No. of MU members completed interview 
zpathway Migration pathway (Z: Pre-arrival) 
zv_sclass Visa subclass (Z: Pre-arrival) 
dtime_arriv Time between arrival in Australia and interview date (derived) 
draname Remoteness Area Name ABS 2011 (derived) 
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Additional administrative/derived variables: 
dirsad_decile SEIFA: Decile of Relative Socio-economic Advantage & Disadvantage 2011 

(derived) 
dirsd_decile SEIFA: Decile of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantage 2011 (derived) 
direr_decile SEIFA: Decile of Economic Resources 2011 (derived) 
direo_decile SEIFA: Decile of Education and Occupation 2011 (derived) 
dhh_structure Household structure (derived) 
dtothouse Total number of household members (derived) (PR report) 
dhhnopr No Principal Respondent interviewed (derived) 
dpartnered Married or has partner (derived) 
dspouseid xwaveid of spouse/partner in MU (derived) 
dhhpno Household member number (derived) 
dwgt All participant W4 survey weight (derived) 
dpawgt Principal Applicant W4 survey weight (derived) 
dsawgt Secondary Applicant W4 survey weight (derived) 
adwgt All participant W1&W4 longitudinal weight (derived) 
adpawgt Principal Applicant W1&W4 longitudinal weight (derived) 
adsawgt Secondary Applicant W1&W4 longitudinal weight (derived) 
a_dwgt All participants W1-W4 balanced panel longitudinal weight (derived) 
a_dsawgt Principal Applicant W1-W4 balanced panel longitudinal weight (derived) 
a_dsawgt Secondary Applicant W1-W4 balanced panel longitudinal weight (derived) 
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A. DEMOGRAPHICS: 
 
 
<The survey will be programmed to display “Don’t know” (Code -2), “Prefer not to say” (Code -3) and 
“Not Applicable” (Code -1) options for each question. Participants will also be able to add comments to 
each question (footer on screen)> 
 

A1 – Interviewer to complete with the Principal Applicant only. Key variables from the Participant and 
Respondent Management System (PaRMS database) will be preloaded into the Household Grid. 
 
 
*(ALL) 
A1 Can you please confirm these details about you and the other people on your visa application? 

We would also like to ask you about any other people living in your house who were not on 
your visa application. 

 
 a.ID 

 
dde01a_# 

b. First 
name 
c. Last 
name 
 
Not 
included 
in 
dataset 

d. Sex 
 
dde01b_# 

e. 
Applicant  
 
dde01d_# 

f. Date 
of Birth 
 
Not 
included 
in 
dataset 

g. Age 
 
dde01c_# 

h. Country 
of Birth 
 
dde01e_# 

i. Relation-
ship to you? 
 
dde01f_# 

j. Is 
this 
person 
living 
in the 
house? 
 
See 
dhhlive 

(Ask if 
not 
living in 
house: 
A1j = 
“No”) 

k. Who is 
the new 
PA of new 
household? 
 
Not 
included 
in dataset 

(Ask if 
not 
living 
in 
house: 
A1j = 
“No”) 

l. How is 
each new 
household 
member 
related to 
new PA? 
 
Not 
included 
in 
dataset 

Person 
1 

           

Person 
2 

           

Person 
3 

           

Person 
4 

           

Person 
5 

           

Person 
6 

           

Person 
7 

           

Person 
8 

           

Person 
9 

           

Person 
10 

           

Person 
11 

           

Person 
12 

           

Person 
13 

           

  
 
  

See table on page 1 for derived household grid variables 



BNLA Wave 4 Principal Applicant Survey 

Version: June 2019 4 

To start with we have a few questions about yourself… 
 
*(ALL) 
A6 What is your marital status?  
dde06 

Single Response 
 

1. Married (Go to A8) 
2. Separated 
3. Divorced 
4. Widowed   
5. Never married  

 
 
*(NOT MARRIED) 
Don’t ask if (A6 = Codes 1) or (A1i or A1l = Code 1) 
A7 Do you currently have a partner? 
dde07 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No (Go to F11) 
 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to F11) 

 
 
*(MARRIED OR HAS PARTNER) 
Ask if (A6 = Code 1) OR (A7 = Code 1), but not if ((A1i AND A1j = Code 1) OR (A1l = Code 1)). 
Others go to F11. 
A8 Do you live with your spouse/partner? 
dde08 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No, spouse/partner lives elsewhere in Australia  
3. No, spouse/partner lives overseas 

 
 
*(ALL) 
F11 Since we last spoke with you, have any of your family members migrated to Australia (not 

including those who arrived with you)? 
die08c 

Single Response 
 

0. No   (Go to F15) 
# Yes   (How many) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to F15) 
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*(OTHER FAMILY HAS MIGRATED TO AUSTRALIA SINCE LAST INTERVIEW) 
Ask if F11 = Code 1. Others go to F15. 
F12 How are these family members related to you? (please mark all that apply) 

 
Multiple Response 
 
 Spouse/Partner die20_1 
 Biological child die20_2 
 Foster/Adopted child die20_4 
 Parent die20_5 
 Sibling die20_6 
 Grandparent die20_7 
 Grandchild  die20_8 
 Mother-in-law/father in law die20_9 
 Brother/sister in law die20_10 
 Daughter/son in law die20_11 
 Other relative die20_12 

 
 
*(ALL) 
F15 Do you still have family in another country waiting to come to Australia? 
die10 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No  

 
 
(Timestamp1) 

 
 

B. HOUSING: 
 

The next questions ask about the homes you have lived in since we last spoke with you. We are asking 
these questions to better understand where people choose to live and if the available housing meets their 
needs. 
  
*(ALL) 
B3 Since we last spoke with you, how many times have you moved homes? 
dho03 

Single Response 
 

0. None  
# Enter number <range 1 to 30> 
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*(ALL) 
B5 Is your current housing arrangement…? 
dho05 

Single Response 
 

1. Temporary (e.g. no contract) 
2. Short term lease/contract (i.e. less than 6 months) 
3. Long term lease/contract (i.e. more than 6 months) 
4. Other  

 
 
*(ALL) 
B6 Do you currently …… 
dho06 

Single Response 
 

1. Pay rent (Private owner/ Real Estate Agent) 
2. Pay rent (Government or public housing) 
3. Don’t pay rent/ housing provided by others  
4. Pay housing loan or mortgage 
5. Pay board 

 
 
*(MOVED HOMES SINCE LAST INTERVIEW) 
Ask if B3 = Code 2. Others go to B13e. 
B8 How many bedrooms are in your home? 
dho07 

Single Response 
 

# Enter number 
 
 
(Timestamp2) 
 
 

C. LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY: 
 
The next questions ask about whether you are taking English classes or doing other types of study or 
training. By answering these questions you will help us understand what types of language support and 
education services would be useful for humanitarian migrants.  
 
*(ALL) 
C4 Thinking about English, how well do you… 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Very Well 2. Well  3. Not well 4. Not at all 
dlp03a Understand spoken English     
dlp03b Speak English     
dlp03c Read English     
dlp03d Write English     
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*(WAS NOT STUDYING ENGLISH DURING LAST INTERVIEW FOR ANY REASON EXCEPT 
BECAUSE ENGLISH WAS ALREADY GOOD: W3C7 (or W2C7 or W1C7 if didn’t complete Wave 3 
interview) = CODES 2, 4 OR 5) 
Ask if W3C7 or W3C7x (or W2C7 or W2C7x or W1C7) = Codes 2, 4, 5, -1, -2 or -3. Others go to 
C7x. 
C7 Since we last spoke with you, have you studied English? 
dlp04 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes – I am currently studying  (Go to C13)  
2. Yes – but I am no longer studying (Go to C10) 
5. No  (Go to C13) 
 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to C13) 

 
 
*(WAS STUDYING ENGLISH DURING LAST INTERVIEW: W3C7 or W3C7x (or W2C7 or W2C7x 
or W1C7 if didn’t complete Wave 3 interview) = CODE 1) 
Ask if W3C7x or W3C7 = Code 1 (or W2C7 or W2C7x = Code 1 or W1C7 = Code 1). Others go to 
C10. 
C7x When we spoke to you last time, you said that you were studying English. Are you still studying 

English? 
dlp04_y 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes – currently studying  (Go to C13) 
2.  No  

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to C13) 

 
 
*(NO LONGER STUDYING ENGLISH) 
Ask if C7 or C7x = Code 2. Others go to C13. 
C10 Why did you stop studying English? (please mark all that apply) 

 
Multiple Response 

 
 My English has improved dlp07_1 
 Completed the course dlp07_2 
 Work reasons (e.g. look for work or found a job) dlp07_3 
 Family reasons (e.g. look after family/ can’t get childcare) dlp07_4 
 Transport difficulties (e.g. too far to travel, couldn’t get there) dlp07_5 
 Other dlp07_9 
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*(ALL) 
C13 In the last 12 months, how often have you been able to get interpreting assistance when you 

needed it? 
dlp09 

Single Response 
 

5. Haven’t needed interpreting assistance 
1. Always 
2. Most of the time 
3. Some of the time 
4. Never 

 
 
(Timestamp3) 
 
 

D. EDUCATION: 
 
The next questions are about your education experience. These questions will ask about any study or 
training you have had since we last spoke with you. These questions will help us understand what types 
of education services would be useful for new humanitarian migrants 
 
*(DID NOT HAVE QUALIFICATION ASSESSED IN WAVE 1 OR WAVE 3)  
Ask if W3D5x = Code 2 (or W1D7 = Codes 2-7 if didn’t complete a Wave 3 interview).  Others go 
to D6x. 
D5x When we last spoke to you, your overseas qualification had not been assessed. Have you had 

your qualification assessed since then?  
ded03_y 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes  (Go to D6) 
2. No  

 
 
*(QUALIFACTION NOT ASSESSED) 
Ask if D5x = Code 2. Others go to D6. 
D7 Why has it not been assessed? (please mark all that apply) 

 
Multiple Response 

 
 Did not know I needed to have it assessed ded05_2 
 Do not know how to have it assessed ded05_3 
 No time to have it assessed  ded05_4 
 Costs too much ded05_5 
 Don’t have the necessary paperwork ded05_6 
 Don’t need it for my current job ded05_7 
 It is still currently being assessed ded05_8 
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*(HAS HAD QUALIFICATION ASSESSED SINCE WAVE 1) 
Ask if D5x = Code 1. Others go to D6x. 
D6 Was your qualification recognised?  
ded04 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes, fully recognised (Go to D8) 
2. Yes, partly recognised (Go to D8) 
3. Not yet, it is currently being assessed  (Go to D8) 
4. No, it was assessed but not recognised in Australia  (Go to D8) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to D8) 

 
 
*(QUALIFICATION WAS BEING ASSESSED IN WAVE 1 OR WAVE 3) 
Ask if W3D6x = Code 3 (or W1D6 = Code 3 if didn’t complete a Wave 3 interview). Others go to 
D8. 
D6x When we last spoke to you, you said that your overseas qualification was in the process of being 

assessed. Was your qualification recognised? 
ded04_y 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes, fully recognised 
2. Yes, partly recognised 
3. Not yet, it is still being assessed 
4. No, it was not recognised in Australia 

 
 
*(WAS NOT STUDYING OR TRAINING IN LAST INTERVIEW: W3D8 (or W2D8 or W1D8 if 
didn’t complete a Wave 3 interview) IS NOT CODE 1) 
Ask if W3D8 or W3D8x (or W2D8 or W2D8x or W1D8) = Codes 2, 3, 4, -1, -2 or -3. Others go to 
D8x. 
D8 Other than English language classes, have you undertaken any study or job training since we 

last spoke with you? 
ded06 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes – currently studying or doing job training  (Go to D10) 
3. Yes – completed (Go to D10) 
2. Yes – commenced, but have stopped (Go to D9) 
4. No (Go to Timestamp4) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to Timestamp4) 
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*(WAS STUDYING OR TRAINING IN LAST INTERVIEW: W3D8 or W3D8x (or W2D8 or W2D8x 
or W1D8 if didn’t complete a Wave 3 interview) = CODE 1) 
Ask if W3D8 or W3D8x (or W2D8 or W2D8x or W1D8) = Code 1.  
If D8 = Code 2 go to D9. Others go to D10. 
D8x When we spoke to you last time, you said that you were studying or doing job training. Are you 

still studying or doing job training? 
ded06_y 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes – currently studying or doing job training  (Go to D10) 
3. No – completed (Go to D10) 
2. No – stopped 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to Timestamp4) 

 
 
*(STOPPED STUDY OR TRAINING) 
Ask if D8 = Codes 2 or D8x = Code 2.  
If D8 or D8x = Codes 1 or 3 go to D10. Others go to Timestamp4. 
D9 Why did you stop doing job training or study? (please mark all that apply) 
 

Multiple Response 
 

 Work reasons (e.g. looking for work/ found a job) ded07_1 
 Family reasons (e.g. look after family/ can’t get childcare) ded07_2 
 Language difficulties ded07_6 
 Discrimination ded07_8 
 Other reason ded07_9 

 
 
 
*(UNDERTAKEN STUDY OR TRAINING) 
Ask if D8 or D8x = Codes 1, 2 or 3. Others go to Timestamp4. 
D10 What kind of course or training were you, or are you undertaking? (please mark all that apply) 
 

Multiple Response 
 

 Work experience (unpaid experience in a workplace) ded08_1 
 Secondary school (Grade 7-12) ded08_3 
 Short course  ded08_4 
 Trade of technical course that has several subjects  

(e.g. TAFE certificate 1-5, diploma)  ded08_5 
 University degree ded08_6 
 Other ded08_7 

(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to Timestamp4) 
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*(UNDERTAKEN STUDY OR TRAINING EXCEPT ‘SECONDARY SCHOOL’) 
Don’t ask if (D10 = ONLY Code 3) OR (D10 = Codes -1, -2 or -3).  
D12 What is your main area of training or study?  

 
 [Please specify] 

 
Derived variable: ded02_asced Main study field - current (ASCED Broad field, derived) 

 
 
 (Timestamp4) 

 
 

E. EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME: 
 
The next questions ask about your current employment and any difficulties you may have in finding a 
job. This will help us to understand what types of jobs humanitarian migrants are looking for and how 
to help people to find employment.  
 
*(ALL) 
E5 In the last 7 days did you do any paid work in a job, business or on a farm? 
dem01 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes  
2. No (Go to E14) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to E14). 

 
 
*(CURRENTLY IN PAID WORK) 
Ask if E5 = Code 1. Others go to E14. 
E6 How many paid jobs do you currently have? 
dem05 

Single Response 
 

1. One 
#  More than one (enter number) (range 2 to 10) 
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*(CURRENTLY IN PAID WORK) 
Ask if E5 = Code 1. Others go to E14. 
E7x In the last 12 months, what is the total amount of time you have been in paid work? 
 

Single Response 
 

1. Less than a week 
2. 1-4 weeks 
3. 1-2 months 
4. 3-6 months 
5. 6-12 months 
6. None  [category derived for PAs] 

 
Derived variable: dem06 Total time in paid work in last 12 months (derived) 
Note to data users: This variable was derived by combining answers to E7x from both the PA 
survey and the SA survey and E15 from the PA survey 
 
 
*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN MORE THAN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Code 2. Others go to E8x. 
E8 What is your main occupation? (that is, in the job you work the most hours in each week) 

 
Single Response 

 
 [Please specify] 

 
Derived variable: dem03_anzsco Main job – Occupation (ANZSCO Sub-major group, derived) 

 
 
*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Codes 1, -1, -2 or -3. Others go to E9. 
E8x What is your occupation?  

Single Response 
 

[Please specify] 
 
Derived variable: dem03_anzsco Main job – Occupation (ANZSCO Sub-major group, derived) 

 
 
*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN MORE THAN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Code 2. Others go to E9x. 
E9 Which of these best describes that main job? 
dem07  

Single Response 
 

1. Self-employed 
2. Fixed-term contract 
3. Casual basis 
4. Permanent/ ongoing basis  
5. Other  
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*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Codes 1, -1, -2 or -3. Others go to E10. 
E9x Which of these best describes that job? 
dem07 

Single Response 
 

1. Self-employed 
2. Fixed-term contract 
3. Casual basis 
4. Permanent/ ongoing basis  
5. Other 

 
 
*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Codes 1, -1, -2 or -3. Others go to E13. 
E10 In that job  
 
dem08a 
How many hours each 
week do you usually 
work? 

dem08b 
Approximately how 
much money do you 
usually receive each 
time you are paid? 

dem08c 
What period does 
this cover? 

dem08d 
Is that before or after tax is 
taken out? 

Single Response 
# Enter number of 
hours 

Single Response 
# Enter amount  

Single Response 
1. Week 
2. Fortnight/every 
two weeks 
3. Month 

Single Response 
1. Before tax is taken out 
2. After tax is taken out 

 
Derived variable: dem_income Derived weekly income (all jobs) 

 
 
*(CURRENTLY WORKING IN MORE THAN ONE JOB) 
Ask if E6 = Code 2. Others go to E14. 
E13 Thinking about ALL of the jobs you currently work in…. 
 
dem11a 
How many hours each 
week do you usually 
work in all your jobs? 

dem11b 
Approximately how much 
money do you usually 
receive in total from all 
your jobs? 

dem11c 
What period does 
this cover? 

dem11d 
Is that before or after tax is 
taken out? 

Single Response 
# Enter number of 
hours 

Single Response 
# Enter amount 

Single Response 
1. Week 
2. Fortnight/every 
two weeks 
3. Month 

Single Response 
1. Before tax is taken out 
2. After tax is taken out 

 
Derived variable: dem_income Derived weekly income (all jobs) 
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*(NOT CURRENTLY IN PAID WORK) 
Ask if E5 = Codes 2, -1, -2 or -3. Others go E17. 
E14 In the last 12 months, have you done paid work in a job, business or on a farm? 

 
Single Response 

 
1. Yes  
2. No (Go to E17) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to E17) 
 

Derived variable: dem01_1 Not currently in paid work: Done paid work in last 12 months (derived) 
Note to data users: This variable was derived by combining answers to E14 from the PA instrument 
with answers to E7x from the SA survey 
 
 
*(NOT CURRENTLY IN PAID WORK BUT HAS BEEN IN PAID WORK IN LAST 12 MONTHS) 
Ask if E14 = Code 1. Others go to E17. 
E15 In the last 12 months, what is the total amount of time you have been in paid work? 

 
Single Response 

 
1. Less than a week 
2. 1-4 weeks 
3. 1-2 months 
4. 3-6 months 
5. 6-12 months 
6. None  [category derived for PRs] 

 
Derived variable: dem06 Total time in paid work in last 12 months (derived) 
Note to data users: This variable was derived by combining answers to E7x from both the PA survey 
and the SA survey and E15 from the PA survey 
 
 
*(ALL) 
E17 In the last 12 months, have you looked for paid work? 
dem12 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No (Go to E24b) 

 
 (Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to E24b) 

 
 
*(HAS LOOKED FOR WORK IN LAST 12 MONTHS) 
Ask if E17 = Code 1. Others go to E24b. 
E18 Have you looked for paid work at any time during the last 4 weeks? 
dem12_1 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No  
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*(HAS LOOKED FOR WORK IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS) 
Ask if E17 = Code 1. Others go to E24b. 
E20 In the last 12 months, have you found it hard to get a job? 
dem14 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No (Go to E24b) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to E24b) 

 
 
*(HAD TROUBLE GETTING A JOB) 
Ask if E20 = Code 1. Others go to E24b. 
E21 Have you found it hard getting a job for any of these reasons? (please mark all that apply) 
 

Multiple Response 
 

 My English isn’t good enough yet dem15_10 
 There were no suitable jobs dem15_1 
 Don’t have the necessary skills or qualifications dem15_2 
 Don’t have Australian work experience dem15_3 
 Couldn’t get a job in the same occupation I had overseas dem15_4 
 Transport difficulties dem15_7 
 Discrimination e.g. age, gender, ethnicity dem15_8 
 Health reasons (physical or emotional) dem15_9 
 I look after my family dem15_11 
 I am studying/training dem15_12 
 Other dem15_13 

 
 
*(ALL) 
E24b Do you receive any Government payments?  
dem18b 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No   (Go to E26) 

 
(Codes -1, -2 or -3 go to E26) 

 
 
*(RECEIVES GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS) 
Ask if E24 = Code 1. Others go to E26. 
E25 How much do you receive each fortnight (after tax) from Government benefits and allowances? 

(please give your best estimate) 
dem19 

Single Response 
 
# Enter amount (whole dollars) 
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*(ALL) 
E26 What is your MAIN source of income? 
dem20 

Single Response 
 

1. My own wage or salary 
2. Spouse/partner/parent’s income 
4. Government payments (do not display if E24b = Codes 2, -1, -2 or -3) 
6. Other  

 
 
*(ALL) 
E16 Are you currently doing any of the following types of unpaid work? (please mark all that apply) 
 

Multiple Response 
 

 Working in a family business dem04_1 
 Looking after my family/home duties dem04_2 
 Volunteering dem04_5 
 Other dem04_3 
 Not currently (single response only) dem04_4 

 
 
*(ALL) 
E30  In the last 12 months, has any of the following happened to you because you didn’t have enough 

money? 
 

 Single Response 

  1. Yes 2. No 
dem26a Could not pay gas, electricity or telephone bills on time   
dem26b Could not pay the rent or mortgage payments on time   
dem26c Went without meals   
dem26d Were unable to heat or cool your home   
dem26e Pawned or sold something because you needed cash   
dem26f Needed help from a welfare or community organisation   
 
Derived variable: dem26_hardship Number of financial hardship items selected (derived) (PR report) 

 
 
(Timestamp5) 
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G. HEALTH: 
 
The next questions ask about your health. We hope to better understand what types of health services 
new humanitarian migrants may need.  
 
*(ALL) 
G1 Overall, how would you rate your health during the past 4 weeks?  
dhe01 

Single Response 
 

1. Excellent 
2. Very good 
3. Good 
4. Fair 
5. Poor 
6. Very poor 

 
 
*(ALL) 
G29 In the last 12 months, have you received help from a professional, such as a doctor, counsellor 

or psychologist to help you deal with emotional problems? 
dhe15 

Single Response 

1. Yes 
2. No  (Go to G14) 

(Codes -1, -2, -3 go to G14) 
 
 
*(RECEIVED HELP FOR EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS IN LAST 12 MONTHS) 
Ask if G28= Code 1. Others go to G14. 
G30  How often have you received this help in the last 12 months?  
dhe16 

Single Response 
 

1. 1 or 2 times 
2. 3-5 times 
3. 6-9 times 
4. 10 or more times 
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*(ALL) 
G14 The next questions ask about how you have been feeling in the last four weeks. For each 

question, choose the answer that best describes how often you felt this way. In the past four 
weeks how often did you feel… 

 
 Single Response 

  1. None of 
the time 

2. A little 
of the 
time 

3. Some 
of the 
time 

4. Most 
of the 
time 

5. All of 
the time 

dhe08a Nervous?      
dhe08b Hopeless?      
dhe08c Restless or fidgety?      
dhe08d That everything was an 

effort? 
     

dhe08e So sad that nothing could 
cheer you up? 

     

dhe08f Worthless?      
 
Derived variables:  
dhe08_k6score Kessler 6 Total Score (derived) 
dhe08_k6group Kessler 6 Score Group (derived) 
 
 
*(ALL) 
G13 Do you have a disability, injury or health condition that has lasted or is likely to last 12 months 

or more? 
dhe09 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No 
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*(ALL) 
G12 People sometimes have bad reactions after experiencing hurtful or terrifying events in their lives. 

Please think about each reaction listed below and decide whether, and how much, it bothered 
you IN THE PAST WEEK. 

 
 Single Response 

  1. Not at 
all 

2. Rarely 3. 
Sometimes 

4. Most 
of the 
time 

dhe10a Recurrent thoughts or memories of 
the events 

    

dhe10b Feeling as though the event is 
happening again 

    

dhe10c Recurrent nightmares     
dhe10d Feeling jumpy, easily startled     
dhe10e Feeling on guard     
dhe10f Avoiding activities that remind you 

of the events 
    

dhe10g Avoiding thoughts or feelings 
associated with the events 

    

dhe10h Sudden emotional or physical 
reaction when reminded of the events 

    

 
Derived variable: dhe10_ptsd8 PTSD8: Meets intrusion, avoidance and hypervigilance criteria for 
PTSD (derived) 
 
 
*(ALL) 
G15 Are any of the following a source of stress in your life? (please mark all that apply) 

 
Multiple Response 

 
 Work situation (e.g., unemployment, hours of work, working condition) dhe11_1 
 House situation (e.g., lack of suitable/affordable housing) dhe11_2 
 Financial situation (e.g., not enough money, debt) dhe11_3 
 School/study dhe11_4 
 Caring for family/ your family’s health dhe11_5 
 Family’s safety dhe11_6 
 Conflict/ tension with partner dhe11_7 
 Conflict/ tension with children  

(only display if indicated ‘lives with children’ at A1:  
(A1i = Code 2 or 17 AND A1j = Code 1) OR (A1l = Code 2 or 17)  dhe11_8 

 Conflict/ tension with friends or neighbours dhe11_20 
 Loneliness (e.g., homesick, lack of social life and/or friends) dhe11_10 
 Language barriers dhe11_11 
 Discrimination dhe11_12 
 Getting used to life in Australia dhe11_13 
 Alcohol or drug use dhe11_19 
 Gambling (e.g. poker machines, sports betting) dhe11_21 
 Nothing in particular (single response only) dhe11_15 

 
(Timestamp7)  
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H. SELF-SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
We are interested to know about how you are getting on with things like transport, accessing 
information and other day-to-day activities. 
 
*(ALL) 
H1 If you had to, would you know how to… 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Would 

know very 
well 

2. Would 
know 
fairly well 

3. Would 
know a 
little 

4. Wouldn’t 
know at all 

dss01b Look for a job     
dss01c Find a school or child care for children (only 

display if indicated ‘lives with children’ at 
A1: (A1i = Code 2 or 17 AND A1j = 
Code 1) OR (A1l = Code 2 or 17)  

    

dss01d Use public transport     
dss01e Get help in an emergency     
dss01f Use bank services (e.g. start an account, get a 

loan)     

dss01g Find out what government services and 
benefits are available      

dss01h 
 

Find out about your rights (e.g. legal rights, 
tenancy rights etc.)     

dss01i Get help from the police     
 
 
*(DID NOT HAVE LICENCE IN LAST INTERVIEW: W3H5 (or W2H5 or W1H5 if didn’t complete a 
Wave 3 interview) = CODE 2) 
Ask if W3H5 (or W2H5 or W1H5) = Code 2. Others go to Timestamp8. 
H5 Do you have a current Australian drivers licence (includes provisional licence)? 
dss04 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes  
2. No 

 
 
(Timestamp8) 
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I. COMMUNITY SUPPORT: 
 
Community support can sometimes play an important role in how well people settle in a new country. 
The next questions ask about the support you get from your community, friends and family. 
 
*(ALL) 
I3 Do you feel that you have been given support/comfort in Australia from…? 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Yes 2. Sometimes 3. No 
dcs03a Your national or ethnic community    
dcs03b Your religious community     
dcs03c Other community groups    
 
 
*(ALL) 
I16  How important is it for you to stay connected to your home country’s language and cultural 

values? 
dcs13 

Single Response 
 

1. Very important  
2. Quite important 
3. Not very important 
4. Not at all important 

 
 
The next few questions are about any contact you’ve had with your family. 
 
*(ALL) 
117 Thinking about the last 12 months, have you had any contact with family overseas?  
dcs14 

Single Response 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 

 
 
*(ALL) 
I20 In the last 12 months, have you had any contact with family in Australia who are not living with 

you?  
dcs17 

Single Response 

 
1. Yes 
2. No  
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*(ALL) 
I11 In the last 12 months, how easy have you found it to… 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Very easy 2. Easy  3. Hard 4. Very hard 
dcs08a Make friends in Australia     
dcs08b Understand Australian ways/culture     
dcs08c Talk to your Australian neighbours     
 
 
*(HAVE CHILDREN LIVING IN AUSTRALIA) 
Ask if indicated ‘lives with children’ at A1: (A1i = Code 2 or 17 AND A1j = Code 1) OR (A1l = 
Code 2 or 17) Others go to I13. 
I12 In the last 12 months, how easy do you think your children have found it to… 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Very easy 2. Easy  3. Hard 4. Very hard 
dcs09a Make friends in Australia     
dcs09b Attend/participate at school     
dcs09c Learn/use English     
dcs09d Understand Australian ways/culture     
dcs09e Stay physically healthy     
dcs09f Stay emotionally healthy     
dcs09g Settle into life in Australia     
 
 
*(ALL) 
I15 Do you feel part of the Australian community? 
dcs12 

Single Response 
 

1. Always 
2. Most of the time 
3. Some of the time 
5. Hardly ever 
4. Never 

 
 
(Timestamp9) 
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J. LIFE SATISFACTION: 
 
In this section we want to find out about how happy you have been in the last 12 months. 
 
*(ALL) 
J1 The following question asks how satisfied you feel, on a scale from zero to 10. Zero means you 

feel completely dissatisfied. 10 means you feel completely satisfied. And the middle of the scale 
is 5, which means you feel neutral, neither satisfied nor dissatisfied. 

Thinking about your own life and personal circumstances, how satisfied are you with your life as a 
whole?  
dls01 

Single Response 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
*(HAS PARTNER) 
Ask if A6 or A7 = Code 1 or ((A1i  or A1l = Code 1)). Others go to J6. 
We’d like to ask you a few questions about your relationship with your spouse or partner.  
J17 Most people say their relationship is happy. Which of the following best describes the 

degree of happiness, all things considered, of your relationship with your partner. 
dls16 

Single Response 
 

1. Extremely unhappy 
2. Fairly unhappy 
3. A little unhappy 
4. Happy 
5. Very happy 
6. Extremely happy 
7. Perfect 

 
 
*(HAS PARTNER) 
Ask if A6 or A7 = Code 1 or ((A1i or A1l = Code 1)). Others go to J6. 
J18 Thinking about you and your spouse or partner, how often do you…. 
 

 Single Response 
  1. Never 2. Rarely 3. Occasio-

nally 
4. More 
often than 
not 

5. Most of 
the time 

6. All of 
the time 

dls13a Think that things 
between you and your 
partner are going well 

      

dls13b Confide in your partner       
dls13c Discuss or have you 

considered divorce, 
separation or 
terminating your 
relationship? 

      

 

Completely 
dissatisfied 

Completely 
satisfied 

0 10 4 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 
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*(ALL) 
J6 In the last 12 months, do you think you have been discriminated against, stopped from doing 

something, or been hassled or made to feel inferior, because of your ethnicity, religion or skin 
colour? 

dls05 
Single Response 

 
1. Yes 
2. No  

 
 
*(ALL) 
J16 In the last 12 months, how many times have you been stopped and questioned by police? 
dls15 

Single Response 
 

0. Never 
#  Enter number 

 
 
*(ALL) 
J8 How much do you trust the following groups of people… 
 

 Single Response 
  1. A lot 2. Some 3. A little 4. Not at all 
dls07a People in your neighbourhood     

dls07b People in the wider Australian community     
dls07c The police     

 
 
*(ALL) 
J9 Do you want to stay in Australia? 
dls08 

Single Response 
 

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Unsure 

 
 
(Timestamp10) 
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K. LIFE IN AUSTRALIA 
 

 
*(ALL) 
K4 Overall has your experience of settling in Australia so far been…. 
dla04 

Single Response 
 

1. Very good 
2. Good 
3. Hard 
4. Very Hard 

 
 
 

Finished 

 
Thank you for your time and valuable contributions! 

 
(Timestamp11) 
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